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“Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor,  

for we are all members of one body.” Ephesians 4:25 NIV 
 
 
 

Message from Program Chair Jim Buchholz: 
 
For years ASA and other organizations have held conferences on how science and religion relate to 
each other and to the world (e.g., science, religion, and the environment; science, religion, and politics; 
science, religion, and philosophy). In all of these areas, some form of communication took place. 
For most of recorded history, that form has been through the written word, primarily books.  

 
Today most of the public receives the majority of their news/information through some form of 
communication (internet, television, radio, movies). While the science and faith community needs 
to continue to provide thought-provoking books on important relevant issues, this conference will try 
to inform and provide participants with alternative means of receiving and getting across their message.  

 
Our goal for this annual meeting is to bring together the worlds of communication (film, television, 
newsroom, public relations, the internet, and social networking) and the community of science and faith 
in hopes of providing new and innovating ways of reaching out and communicating to the world on 
a larger scale. If we have a message that needs to be delivered or we have messages we need to hear, 
we need to use the advances of modern technology to communicate on such a large scale. 
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CONTRIBUTED PAPER AND POSTER SESSION TOPICS 
   

Communicating Earth Science to the Public: Opportunities and Pitfalls—Any geology or 
paleontology specific topic, preferably related to the communication aspect.  
Moderator: Keith Miller, Kansas State University 

Why Public Relations Matters—PR Basic: Deliver the Message—How issues and messages of 
science and faith can be delivered by utilizing public relations strategies.  
Moderator: Sandra Romo, California Baptist University 

Personal Branding and Social Media—Reaching the masses for Christ requires an understanding 
of today’s communication methods. Part of understanding the communication process today 
is understanding how to present the personal brand to the public.  
Moderator: MaryAnn Pearson, California Baptist University 

Science, Religion, and the Newsroom—Presentations on how the media covers science and 
religious issues of the day, and is the media doing its job?  
Moderator: Dean Nelson, Point Loma Nazarene University 

Christians and Science in Film—Presentations on how the film industry covers issues of science 
and religion, and how, if needed, it could be changed or used to get clearer or correct 
messages across to a large or new audience. Learn how Hollywood views science and/or 
Christianity. Moderator: TBA 

Appropriate Technologies—Presentations and discussion of appropriate technologies for the poor 
in developing countries.  Moderator: Walter Bradley, Baylor University 

Genetics and Human Origins—Any genetic or general biologically specific topic relating to human 
origins. Moderator: Melissa Antonio, California Baptist University 

Information and the Origin of Life—Any presentation related to the origin of life.  
Moderator: Steve Freeland, Institute of Astronomy, Hawaii University 

Science, Faith, and Engineering—Presentations on how different areas of engineering can be and 
are being used to enhance the daily life of God’s people around the planet.  
Moderator: Anthony Donaldson, California Baptist University 

Science, Faith, and the Behavioral Sciences—Any behavioral science specific topic, preferably 
related to the communication aspect. Moderator: TBA 

Other—Open category for any papers related to science and faith.  Moderator: Stephen Contakes, 
Westmont College.   

Poster Session—Open category for any science and religion topic. 
 
 

Student and early career scientists are encouraged to submit abstracts for any of the topical sessions listed 
above or on a research topic in which they are engaged, whether or not it has an explicit faith-science 
component. 

 

Submit your abstract here  

by February 28, 2012 
 
 

REQUIREMENTS, GUIDELINES, AND DEADLINES  
FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION OF CONTRIBUTED TALKS AND POSTERS 

   

  1. All contributed talks and posters must be submitted as abstracts of 50–250 words. 

  2. Each abstract must emphasize what your talk or poster offers that is new and important for the topic 
chosen. Talks will be considered if they fit within the overall theme of the conference and if they can 
be otherwise accommodated within the limits of the conference. Provide sufficient detail to be 
informative, but use language that will be intelligible to a nonspecialist or a scientist from outside 
your field.  

  3. Authors may submit only one abstract for which they are the primary author. (Additional abstracts 
listing individuals as secondary co-authors may also be submitted.) Because of space limitations, 
some requests for talks may be approved as posters. Space limitations may also require that some 
talks and posters be rejected; authors of these are still strongly encouraged to attend the meeting 
to participate in discussions and to meet colleagues. 

  4. Please note: Talks should be based on work in your area of disciplinary expertise. Where this is 
not obvious, you may be asked to provide suitable documentation. Exceptions to this policy may 

https://asa3.site-ym.com/general/custom.asp?page=AbstractSubmission


be made for abstracts demonstrating exceptional originality and scholarship outside your field of 
expertise. 

  5. Talks will be limited to 20 minutes plus 5 minutes for discussion. 

  6. Poster presentations will be accorded a special time and place in the conference agenda, in order 
to maximize their impact.  

  7. All presenters should register for the meeting by May 15, 2012. 

  8.  All submissions must be submitted online using the Call for Abstracts form. Please indicate whether 
your submission is for a plenary, symposium, or regular presentation or for a poster presentation.  

  9. If your presentation is for a symposium, please indicate which one, otherwise select ―other.‖  

10. Upload your abstract as a Word or rich text format file. Please begin your abstract with the title and 
name of author(s) and save it with the filename, ASA2012YourLastName. 

11. Deadline: All abstracts must be submitted on or before February 28, 2012.  

12. Contact Program Chair Jim Buchholz, buchholz@calbaptist.edu, if you have any questions. 

 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR POSTER PRESENTATIONS 
 

General Comments 
Plan your poster presentation carefully. Keep in mind the advantages of a poster over a talk. Posters are 
available for viewing over an extended period of time. Attendees find that the poster session is a good 
way to sample many papers, devoting their time in proportion to their interest in the poster topic. Authors 
and interested viewers have time for much more significant discussion, not the five minutes allotted at the 
end of a talk. Finally, there is no first or last poster presentation on the program! 
 

Specific Guidelines 
Posters should be readable by viewers five feet away. The message should be clear and understandable 
without need for oral explanation; it is not an exhaustive list of your research activities or pages of a 
scholarly research article. Use of the following guidelines may help the effectiveness of your presentation. 
With posters, pay careful attention to style, format, color, readability, attractiveness, and showmanship—
use pictures, graphs, perhaps a cartoon, etc. effectively. 
 

1. Rough layout: Your poster must fit on a 48" by 48" frame. Layout should proceed from upper left 
to lower right in an intuitively logical fashion (or with numbered panels or with clear, connecting 
arrows between panels). Font should not be smaller than 18 point; 24 point is much better. Place 
your title at the top of the panel (at least 36-point font) with your affiliation beneath or alongside 
the title in smaller font. Space may require a shorter title; the full title will be on the published 
abstract. 

2. Content: Your poster should cover the key points of your work, not all the details. Leave the 
details for discussion with the persons expressing interest in your work. A poster featuring 
laboratory research should include brief sections functioning as introduction, methods and 
materials, results, discussion, conclusion(s), and several main references, many as bullet points. 
A poster featuring a nonlaboratory scholarly work should include an introduction, an approach to 
the problem or question being posed, discussion, conclusion, and several main references. 
(Written papers are not to be posted as posters.) 

3. Final layout: The artwork is complete. The text, tables, and graphs are typed but not necessarily 
enlarged to full size. Now ask: Is the message clear? Do the important points stand out? Is there 
a balance between works and illustrations? Is there spatial balance? Is the pathway through the 
poster clear? Resist the temptation to overload the poster as more material may mean less 
communication. Ask a friend whether what you say and how you say it makes sense. Then put 
things in final form. Have your poster printed as a single, up to 48" x 48" page. Many academic 
and research institutions have such printers. (Commercial printers such as Kinkos also offer 
these services, though at moderate expense.) You can carefully roll up and safely transport your 
printed poster in a cardboard mailing tube. 

4. Presentation: You will be provided with a mounting frame and mounting clips. Have a short 
statement prepared for those who are interested but have no questions. Stand close by but not 
directly in front of your poster. Give concise answers to questions; communicate with everyone. 
Be prepared with extra copies of materials that you would like to share, including business cards. 

 

http://network.asa3.org/default.asp?AbstractSubmission
mailto:buchholz@calbaptist.edu


 

INFORMATION ON SCHOLARSHIPS FOR EARLY CAREER SCIENTISTS AND 
GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 

IN THE SCIENCES AND ENGINEERING 
 

We invite early career scientists (post docs or those within the first three years of receiving your latest 
degree) and graduate and undergraduate students to participate in the Annual Meeting of the American 
Scientific Affiliation, July 20–23, 2012, on the campus of Point Loma Nazarene University, San Diego, CA.  
 
A number of members have graciously provided funding for a limited number of scholarships. Scholarships 
are available on a first-come, first-served basis to those who submit an abstract for a talk or poster and 
who attend the whole meeting. These scholarships will cover room (at double occupancy, dormitory rate), 
if staying on campus, and board at the conference. The deadline for submitting your proposed abstract is 
February 28, 2012; for applying for a scholarship, May 15, 2012. 
 
This meeting provides an opportunity to meet professionals in your field who share your Christian faith; 
to hear prominent plenary speakers; to participate in the symposia, talk, or poster sessions; to give a talk 
or poster yourself; to network with other Christians from a wide variety of colleges, universities, and 
research institutions; and to explore how to integrate your faith with your discipline. This is an excellent 
opportunity to share your research with Christian colleagues. Your presentation can be listed on your 
resume as a talk or poster presented at a national meeting (with an international audience). It is a 
professional activity that can strengthen your applications for further training, grants, or career 
advancement.  
 

HOW TO APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP 
 

To be considered for a scholarship, an applicant must be an ASA member. To become a member, 
complete the online membership application before May 15, 2012.  
 
To apply for a scholarship, submit the online scholarship application by May 15, 2012.  
  

http://network.asa3.org/?page=MeetingScholarships

